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Norway. 

Report to the International Socialist Bureau. 



The political movement. 

Xonvaj has. it is known, a thoi'oiighly demo- 

'I'Mk' constitution Avith a One Chamber system, a 

iKuio- paiiiamentarianism and practically no royal 

lit of veto. Every man from 25 years of age who is 

M"i ivcipient of rc^liof has a suffrage without regard 

!•' lax-paying, and in 1907 suffrage was also given 

women with a certain taxable income or women 

MMiried to a man who has paid liis tax. The bill has 

'"' ' UiM^n moved extending the women's suffrage to the 

K' limits as with i-egard to the men's suffrage. 

iiirally the socialist members of parliament have 

iiin\ed bills and agitated for making the suffrage 

niii\ei*sal for women as for men; but the greater 

I 'I I of the other parties have also been in favour 

"I I lie reform. 

'ilie pai'liamentary elections take place in single 
"iislituencies with free re-elections, if none of the 
lidates gets at least half of the votes at the 
• 'lection : the re-election system has in this country 
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given there suit that all paiiies have their caiididatj 
at the first elections, using these as official tris 
elections ; if a socialist gets the most votes the othe 
parties go into alliance ^vith one another on a cor 
mon candidate in order to shut out the sociafist 

At the last elections this mana^uvre was mad 
in many constituencies and this was the reason \\h\ 
we only got one representative more than we hai 
before, although our number of votes was double 
(in 1906: 43,000 votes, in 1909: 90,000). 

The tactic resolved by the party congress col 
demns every alliance both at the first and the lat^ 
elections. This tactic has been necessary becaus 
of the bourgeois radical parties of this country beir 
thoroughly militarists, chauvinists and protectionist^ 

The result of the parliamentary elections of 1901 
is seen by the following statistical facts compare^ 
with the elections of 1906: 

Parliamentary elections of 1906: 

Of 79,203 recognized votes in all in the tow) 
socialdemocracy got 22.558 or 28,48 pcrc. 6 social 
democrats were returned. 

Of 190,078 recognized votes in all in the county 
districts socialdemocracy got 20,235 or 10,64 per(j 
4 socialdemoerats were returned. 

The Avhole voting number of the socialdemocrat 
for the whole country was conso(iuently 42,793 an| 
10 socialdemoerats were returned members of pf 
liament. 



Parliamentary elections of 1909.* 

Of ab. 145,000 recognized votes in the towns 
iIm- socialdemoerats got 48,000 or 33,1 percent. 6' 
•or hd democrats tvere returned. 

Of ab. 200,000 recognized votes in the country- 
'hr.h-irts the socialdemocrats got ab. 42,500 or 21,2 
i'*'trr.nt. 5 socialdemocrats tvere returned. 

Tjie whole voting number for the whole country 
was consequently ab. 90,000 and the following 11 
fiiH'inldemocrats are returned members of parliament 
i-i (he period 1909—12: 

A. Buen, Trondhjem 

A. Egede-Nissen, Yardo 

Aug. Embretsen, Solor 

Ludv. Enge, Sarpsborg 

Alfred Eriksen, Tromsosundet 

Mejer Foshaug, Senjen 
; 0. Guldal, Cluldalen 

Chr. H. Knudsen, Kristiania 

Magnus Nilssen, Kristiania 

Isak Saba, 0st-P^inmarken 

L. Sa3b0, Bergen 
Tlie members of our socialdemocratic fraction 
• i| parliament are alwa3^s anxious to point out the 
'HHialdemocratic views and principles, and they have 
"II ;ill occasions demonstrated the different view of 
llir socialdemocratic and the bourgeois parties on, 
«' \^.. social reforms, on militarism, etc. 

The fraction has prepared and moved several 
Mils, e. g. on the assumption of the sick-nursing 



J 



;■•***»;, 



— 4 — 

by society, on state-administration of the chemist] 
shops, on 8 hours' working day, on universal suj 
frago for women as for men, etc. 

The work of the fraction can show many go(i, 
results and several of the resolutions bear the imprei 
of the energetic work of the social democrats. 

The loAv wages of the state functionaries ha^ 
been improved and at several of the state factori^ 
the 8 hours^ day has been introduced. 

In the politics of customs our fraction has worke 
for reducing the duties on neccessities of life, anj 
with regard to sugar a reduction has also been re 
solved by the parliament. The fraction has worke(L 
against the groAvth of the military expenses and] 
proposed a reduction of the military supplies; an in^ 
crease of the direct tax and the legacy duties ha( 
been moved as Avell as a thorough alteration of our 
whole system of customs. 

Finally the fraction has worked for increased 
state tribute to the unemployment funds, for improve] 
ment of the public schools, for accidents insurance 
of the fishermen and the lumberers, etc. 

The Communities. 

At the municipal elections both men and womet 
from 25 years of age have had suffrage also befor^ 
1910, the women, however, only within the limiti 
mentioned above; but by an act of parliameni 
passed this year women as well as men got suf^ 
rage without regard to tax paid. The bill was movoc 
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i'\ I he sociaideraocratic fractioji together whith men 
I' "III other parties, and all parties gave their votes 
'-r I he reform. The municipal elections have showed 
h'»\\ great an influence socialdcmocracy has got also 
II' niii- sparsely peopled country districts: this is the 
"in:,l characteristic sign of our growing influence 
I 111 < High the whole country. 

At the municipal elections in 1904 880 social^ 
'Irimxrats were elected to the councils. Of these 
"IK' half were elected in the cities and the other 
liill' in the country districts. 

At the municipal elections in 1907 were elected 
in ;ill the countrymunicipalities 10,876 councillors 
• M'l in the cities 1980 councillors — in all together 
I \<^r>(). Of these were 578 socialdcmocrats in the 
'Himtrydistricts and 295 in the cities, in M 878 
■o,Hf!f,stic municipal councillors in 1907. 

In the local boards our party has been working, 
' ;^ for the improvement of the common schools, 
l"i i'loo school books, for the 1st of May as a school 
li"li(hiy. for an 8 hours" working day to the muni- 
'i|.;il workers, for the municipal assumption of the 
tiiiiiiways (the gas and electric works being as a 
iul<' municipal), etc. 

The socialist press 

li.i'! in the late 3 years greatly increased. We 
UA\r. got several new party-papers and the number 
'-I subscribers has been rapidly growing. 8 daily 
l'Ji|H'rs are published, namely: 
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Oirculai 

Social-Demokrateu, Kristiania . 14,i 

Arbeidet, Bergeu. 91 

Ny Tid, Trondhjem 6,1 

Iste Mai, Stavauger 2,' 

Fremtiden, Diammeu 4 

Smaalenencs Social-Demokrat, Fredriksstad 3, 

S0rlaiidets Socialderaokrat, Kristianssaud 2,1 

Eratsberg-Demokraten, Skien 1^5i 

3 times a u-eek: 

Demokraten, Hamar 1 

Solungeo, Jesaasen, Solor 1^5i 

Tiden, Arondal. 1^ 

Twice a week : 

Romerikes BJad, Jesseim (published privately) .... 1,40 

Nordlys, Tromse — — . , . . 1,5C 
Finmarken, Yard© — — ....], 200 1 

Fremover, Narvik 1 4()() 

Ny Tid, Trondhjem ' 2,4 

Tidens Krav, Kristianssuiid 91 

Dunderlandsdelen, Mo, Helgeland S5i 

Once a week: 

Ag'itatoieu, Grorud, Akershus l,5i 

Mauren, E^ros 

Vestfold Arbeiderblnd, Tonsberg 7( 

Semimonthly : 

Verdandiston, Bergen (Socialist temperance organ). . . 1, 

Monthly : 

Klassekampen, Kristiania (organ for tJie see. dem. youth) 2,5i 
Kvinden, Kristiania (organ for the women's federation 

of the labour party) 1,2 

Quarterly : 

Det 20de aarhuodrede, Kristiania 2,' 




Pamphlets. 

To a growing extent socialist pamphlets are 
used in our agitation. Several new pamphlets are 
l>iil)lished every year; the old ones appear in new 
• tliiions and the sale is rapidly and steadily increasing. 

The agitation 

i'\ travelling lecturers is rather difficult in our 
parsely peopled country; it is no easy matter to 
I <';h]i all the places, where the preaching of socialism 
I', wanted. 

Societies and their membership. 

A great many new societies have been formed 
ami their membership has been rapidly increasing. 
The growth is greatest in the country districts; 
In re societies are now formed in places where 
1 1 11 till now socialist activity was quite impossible. 

The number of the members paying dues to the 
|i;uly is as follows. 

Decbr. 81. 1907. 
Ill the towns ab. 16,000 
.. - country - 7,000 

1 all 23,000 m., of which 1,800 women. 
Decbr. )U. 1908. 
Ill Ihe towns ab. 19,000 
., - country - 8,500 

27,500 m. of which 2,000 women. 



Decbr. 31. 1909. 
In the towns ab. 20,500 
„ - country - 6,OOo 

26,500 m. of which 2,500 womei 

At the end of 1907 499 bi-anches^ 1908 60S 

1909 637, that is 339 in the towns, 298 in the eountrj 

Det norske arbeiderpartl 

(The Norwegian Labour Party). 

Incomes. Expenses. 

1907 kr. 10,123.44 kr. 10,118.67 

J 908 „ 10,257.41 „ 10,033.25 



1909 „ 18,515.71 
Kristiania May 1910. 



18.474.64 



Magnus Nilssen, 
party secretary. 



The trade-unions. 

The membersliip of the trade-unions of Norway] 
have in the later years been rapidly increasin^y! 
and the results of the action of the organisation have 
been very satisfactory: the steady increase of thi 
membership lias given a growing strenght to the, 
organizations. In the diffei'ent conflicts with tho 
employers the organized workers have shown a soli J 
darity and a self-sacrifice which prove tliat the un- 
derstanding of the necessity of the organization is 
rapidly growing among the workers. Especially in 
the years 1906, 1907 and 1908 the membersliip has. 
greatly increased, while in the year 1909 there was 
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•• small passing decline in one of the federations 
ttliliated to the central organization. 

'Hie Norwegian trade-unions are organized in 
Miiimiial federations and some few local societies 
<^\1mVIi have no federation to get affiliated to). The 
I' ili'iations and the societies are united into a Cen- 
it.il organization: „Arbeidernes faglige landsorga- 
III iilion". 

The Central organization was formed on the 
l.il nl' April 1899 and could consequently in 1909 
• f'h'brate its 10 years jubilee. By the end of 1899 
III' 10,000 workers were organized in federations 
himI aJ). 3,000 of these were affiliated to the Central 
Hi ■.iriization. Later on nearly all federations and 
MH. iriies have got affiliated; by the end of 1909 only 
liner Smaller organizations: the goldsmiths, lithograf- 
'i:i and the Norwegian section of the Scandinavian 
nldlers' and paperhangers' federation were not 
iiliiliated. These organizations numbered in all ab. 
<oo members. 

P>y the end of the year 1906 12 national federa- 
ii'Mis and 19 local societies wore affiliated to the 
'Viitral organization, with in all 25,288 members in 
1 1 1 (liffer63nt sections (trade-unions). By the end of 
I !>')'.) 18 national federations and 11 local societies 
wcrr affiliated with a membership of in all 43,194 
111 694 sections. In the three years from 1907-1909 
ili<' membership had consequently increased with 
I(\s55 members and the section-number with 250. 

The membership of the organizations affiliated, 
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their receipts and expenditure and their cash balanj 
in the different years are as follows. 



Year 



Total 
member- 
ship 



Total 

receipts 

kr. 



Total ex- I On eaclij Oasli 
penditnro mcniher, balance 
kr. kr. i kr. 



mmni 

krj 



1906.1 25,288 

1907.1 38,765 

1908.1 47,155 

1909.1 43,199 



5B7,792.59 
1,076,584.23 
1,128,86723 
1,437,231.97 



372,723.49 

779,332.00 

1,071,303.10 

1,356,752.59 



17.00 ]470,028.19 
21.88 767,003.34 
23.85 822,779.31 
29.59 903,263.79 



By the end of 1909 the membership had it 1^| 
seen, decHned to 43,199: this decline took place if 
the months of September to November when groii 
extraordinary dues had to be paid to the generr 
strike in Sweden. In June 1909 the membersli 
was 47,399; the average membership of 1909 m 
46,144 against 45,118 in 1908. In the first monti; 
of 1910 the membership has again been increasin 
(in February 1910: 44,108). It may therefore b 
hoped that the decline has been only of a passin 
nature and that the satisfactory growth of the la 
years now will proceed. 

According to a calculation based on statemen 
from the end of the year 1908 the number of organiz 
able workers in agriculture, forestry, fishing ind 
stry, navigation, handicraft, industry, transport, tr 
and communication was in all 229,260, of whom 203,59i 
Avere men and 25,670 women. A great many 
these, however, are unorganized, and a great man; 
of them can hardly be organized in the same wa; 
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.. lU,, industrial workers; this is especially the case 
,1, (he agricultural workers, and with the seamen 
hm! the fishermen the prospects are not very good 
,..,...; neither. These groups ought therefore to be 
i.,l„rled, if the percentage shall be a correct one. 
Tlie relation of organize-able workers to the 
....nized ones will be seen from the statements 



Men 1 Women 



, Total I Total 
' numb, of I momh. 
organize- 1 of orga- 
able nized 



P.Cent 
orga- 
nized 




All groups of w.s 
A -ri cultural work- 
i IS deducted . . • 
I'isliermen deduct. 
Suumen deducted . 



203,590 
172,590 



25,670 
22,170 



164,590 I 21,680 
138,090 I 21,680 



229,260 



194,760 
186,270 
159.770 



48,157 



48,157 
48,083 



21,01 



24,73 

25,81 



47,833 29,94 



The last group consists of workers in handicraft, 
Industry, transport, trade and communication, all the 
,„oups, consequently, Avhich have modern orgamza- 
n.ns It may be observed, hoAvever, that in these 
,,.n,)S as well there are several under-sections, Avhich 
. .Mupietely want organizations. In each of the or- 
.nni'/ed trades the percentage is as rule a better one. 
In 1 he different trades the percentage is as foUoAVs . 
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The percentage of organized workers in the differc 

trades: 



Pore. 
Agnculture and forestry 

Fishing culture .... 0.87 

Navigation 0,94 

Land transport and trade 12,48 
Construction work. . . 20,92 



Buildinp- work 



40.38 



P( 

Paper ind 50,; 

Hide- and leather ind. . 28,^ 

Wood ind 24,^ 

Articles of food and 

pleasure 21, J 

Articles of dress and 

cleaning 16,| 

Hair-cutting and hair- 
dressing (),( 

Poljgraphic ind. ... H2fi 
Different ind (),(] 



Mining 56,58 

Stone- and earth industry 21,30 

Metal industry 40,50 

Ohemical industry. . . 42,61 
Electric power .... 14,28 
Textile industry. . . . 22,64 

A more specified table of the membership, tlij 
receipts and expenditure, and the property of the diff^ 
rent organizations in 1909 is given on page 16 — 1^ 

In the statements above are also included sorai 
small organizations not affiliated to the Central or 
ganization with a total membership of 753. 

Tariff-Contracts. 

Till the end of the year 1906 very few tarH 
contracts had been made between the organization^ 
of the em])loyers and the employed or between the 
trade-unions and the different concerns. Till then thf 
contracts were mostly made in handicraft betweei 
the concerns or groups of concerns and their artisan^ 
In manufacturing trade tariff- contracts regulating th^ 
wage- and working conditions were very rare. 

But from 1906 and especially 1907 a great ant 
sudden change was made. The mutual tariffs woi] 
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<ii« II way, the union of the Norwegian employers 
"I I Mice giving up its more or less passive resistance 
nniiisl regulating the working conditions by w^ay of 

111 ills. 

The tariffs arranged according to the federations 
M. MS follows. 

Number of tariffs in the different federations. 



r g a n i z a t i on 



Number 
of tariffs 



Working men's union 161 

IJakers' & confectioners" nnion . 15 

liookbinders" union 5 

Tlie centr. society of book printers M 

The moulderers' union. .... 9 

Harbour & transportworkers . . 3 

li-on & metal workers ..... 65 

Litographic union 1 

l*ainters' union 15 

li rick-layers' union 24 

( 'abinet-makers' union 20 

Saddlers' and paperhanger's un. 2 

Hide- and leather industry. . . 5 

Shoemakers' union 24 

Tailors' union 15 

Butchers' and sausagemakers . 3 

Stonecutters union 7 

Traracar drivers' union .... 1 

Tobacco workers union .... 1 

Tricot working women union. . 3 

AVood workers union 33 

Single unions 7 

Total sum 453 



Member of 

workers iii- 

diided in 

the tariffs 

21,282 
1,009 

524 
2,487 

876 

531 
10,600 

200 
1,335 
1,]89 

737 

108 

165 
1,602 

929 

154 
1,320 

263 

133 

132 
2,676 

645 



48,917 



m 
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Arranged according to the groups of concet 
the tariffs are as follows: 

Member of 

Xumber workers in- 
Groups of concerns ^^ ^^^.^^ eluded in 

the tariffs 

Ooustructioii works etc 4 2,501 

Bakers' and confectioners" trade 15 1,009 

Mining- 23 3,800 

Pewterers' trade 8 253 

Bookbinders' „ 5 524 

Bookprinters „ ....... 34 2,487 

Breweries, destilleries, &c. . . 619 

Cooperies 8 248 

Electro-chemical and cliemic. ind. 20 1,409 

Watch makers" industry .... 4 545 

Gas and electric works .... 3 377 

Olass-, stone- and brick industry 8 485 

Uoldsraiths' sliops 

Harbour- and transportwork . 

Manufactory of canned goods 

Lithografic mannfacturers . . 

Painters' shops 

Mechanic factories 

Brick-layers' trade ..... 

Builders, masons 

Cabinet-makers' shops .... 

Mill-industry 

Plumbers-shops 

Saw-mills and timber mills. . 

Hide- and leather industry. . 

Shoemakers' trade 

Tailors' trade 

Butchers and sausagemakers . 

Smiths' shops 

Transp. 351 36,247 



1 


13 


. 16 


1,778 


2 


990 


1 


200 


14 


1,304 


51 


11.219 


. 22 


1,118 


11 


535 


19 


705 


1 


70 


3 


247 


12 


454 


. 12 


491 


. 24 


1,602 


15 


929 


3 


154 


6 


191 



— 15 — 

Transp. 
I {utter- and milk factories. . • 
.loiners' and carpenters" trade . 

Stone-cutters trade 

Textile industry 

Tobacco industry 

Wood-pulp-, paper and cellulose 

industry • • 

l'\actories for Avooden articles _._ 
Total sura 



351 


36,247 


4 


217 


18 


1,627 


8 


1,380 


12 


1,904 


"2 


206 


52 


7,062 


6 


274 



453 



48,917 



Extract of tariff contracts arranged with regard 
to extirpy. 




132 13,413 235 I 27,747 I 64 



In the above statements are not included a num- 
Urv <.f tariffs in the saw-mills and timber-mills, which 
,nr made in 1910 and expire in 1913: they include 
„b. 2fi00 workers. 
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Wage-movement and wage-struggles. 

I^'or the years 1908 and 1909 the wage-uK 
nient has been as follows: 



Y e a r 



I Without stop- 
j iiage of work 



Mo- I Work- 
tioiis I Pix 



1908 
'•1909 



112 

88 



7958 
6209 



With stop- 
page of work 



Mo- \ Work- 

t ions I f^rs 



61 
76 



9643 
3640 



Sum of 



Mo- 
tions 



Work- 
ers 



173 
164 



17601 
9849 



Paid si]l)siilli-i 
in all ki 



528,560 lit 
219,7!:i.J 






In the three years from 1907 — 1909 sevrrnl 
great struggles with the employers have licnji 
fought. Especially the year 1907 may be mentionod 
as a year of war. In 1909 it was especially till 
enormous war in our neighbouring country SwedMilj 
which claimed the attention also of the Norwe;;in|| 
workers. In subsidies to the general strike in Swi 
i\en 535,865.65 krones were sent from Norway. 

The present report is but a short extract of 
■ activity of the Norwegian trade-unions in the yeiifl 
1907- 1909. In the international reports of tl|| 
trade-unions, which are published exerj year by th| 
interiiniional secretary in Berlin, more specified i 
ports of the trade-union-movement of NorAvay nin.|f 
be found. 

Kristiania, May 1910." 

On behalf of 
,,A^beidern('S fai^'lige Ian ds organ i sat! 
i Norge'' 

(He O. Lian^ 

presidf'nt. 
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Report 



to 



the Congress in Copenhagen 1910 

from 

The Swedish Soclaldemocratic Labour Party. 



In our report to the Stuttgart Congress in 1907 we ex- 
nliiiied tVie political movements in Sweden that year and 
ihr Suffrage Bill the Government and the Conservative 
|,.,ily succeeded to force through, against the majority in 

Mil- .second chamber*. . , ,. , , c t 

The Swedish workingclass' fight against the old Sut- 
l,.„re system gave them already in 1902 the recognition 
.V. a principle of Universal suffrage for the .second chani- 
|,.i: but in connection with certain » guarantees ». The tight 
....aii'ist those guarantees occupied the following years The 
( unservative and Liberal parties put the voters age to 24, 
with paid taxes for three years and no owings to the Poor 
( o.nmission. Against these reductions in the r.gths for 
II,. workingclass, the Socialdemocratic Party in the Parlia- 
,„.„t fought alone, and in 1906 also connected Women s en- 
Ir.mchisement to their motion. Concerning the electoral system 
llu. Conservative party claimed proportional elections only to 
llu- .second chambers whereas the first should be undi^tur- 
l,rd totally in the power of the Capitalists. The Liberal 
luily claimed .constituencies for one member, to the se- 
'.„Kl chamber and to the first chamber the old conditions. 



